. Inspection of the curves showed that the girls had a slightly lower cumulative survival rate after 8 years of age but the difference was small. 
Cystic fibrosis (CF) is the most common lethal inherited disease that affects white populations. Several studies have used actuarial life table analysis, and it has been noted that survival rates have improved markedly in the last 20-30 years.1 2 3 We compared recent survival rates with those in our earlier life tables.' 4 We also examined whether mortality rates were greater among girls and patients with meconium ileus (MI).
Patients and methods
We studied the 273 patients attending the CF clinic at this hospital between 1 (Table) . Inspection of the curves showed that the girls had a slightly lower cumulative survival rate after 8 years of age but the difference was small. The survival curves for the current 1974-9 series were plotted in comparison with the results from the earlier reported series.' 45 MI patients were shown separately because of their worse survival rates in this and earlier studies (Figure (a) ). It was apparent that survival rates in the MI series had improved appreciably, although it was not possible to evaluate this change statistically because the raw data from the earlier studies has not been preserved. Much of the improvement in the MI group was due to better survival in the first year. There was little change in survival rates in the non-MI patients (Figure (b) 
